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LPR 3 not only eſtabliſhed i in the Annals 
T of Old; as the moſt conſiderable 
8.5 Part of a flouriſhing Kingdom in 
Europe but alſo in the Revolutions 
- it has undergone, and the bloody Scenes it 
has occaſioned, is become ſtill more famous 
by the following Event: An Event, which 
has merited the Attention of the whole 
World, and kept all the European Nations 
in Suſpence. 
I never aſpired to the Chatacter of 4 1 | 
litician, and in Truth, 1 ſhould be ſorry to 
be looked upon as ſuch, in the Courſe of 
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5 8. Part of a flouriſhing Kingdom in 
Burop but alſo i in the Revolutions 


it has undergone, and the bloody Scehes it 
has occaſioned, is become ſtill more famous 
by the following Event: An Event, which 
has merited the Attention of the whole 
World, and kept all the ae, N ations 
in Suſpence. 

I never aſpired to che Chatacter of 4 ro- 
litician, and in Truth, 1 ſhould be ſorry to 
be looked upon as ſuch, in the Courſe of 
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this Narrative. On the contrary, and 45 
bid Farewell to all Partiality whatever, | 
diveſt "myſelf, for a While; of all Manner 
of Concern, either public or private, in 


the Fate of this important Iſle, the Glory 
* of England, or that of France, and the 


pre War between the two contending 
Nations; I ſhall look upon myſelf as an 
Intabitant of the World, and not as a Writer, 
who, as an Engliſhman, might exalt the 
Bravery of his Countrymen to *the Skies, 
or as a Frenchman, give his Fellow-Subjects, 


the Appellation of ſo many Cæſars; and ſhew, 
that like the Roman Emperor, they came, they 
Jaw, they conquered. My Intent is, to give 


Merit its Due, and faithfully, and impar- 
tially, to 'relate Events as they happened; 


at leaſt, according to the moſt true, pro- 


bable and exact Account. In the mean 


Time, and for the better Underſtanding of 


the whole Affair, I think it indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, to enter into a Detail of what 
preceded the Invaſion of Minorca by the 


French. - | 


It is unlverſally known, that the Rumours 
of an approaching Rupture between France 


and Great-Britain prevailed long before this 


Affair was ſo much as thought of. The latter 


judged it prudent, to guard-againſt all Events; 


and to the Aſtoniſhment of the whole World, 
1 | 2 tre- 


(3) 


conve nient 8 peed: Three _ were 
ready to put -— Sea in October, but their 
Sailing Was countermanded, and. Orders given 
to equip twelve Ships of the Line in that 
Harbour, which was immediately. put in 
Execution; though very ſlowly, till the 
zd. of 3 when they began to Work 
Night and Day, and continued ſo to. do, 
till the Fleet failed. 
Wmhilſt theſe Armamenta were Makka at 
Toulon, England was threatned with a French 
Invaſion, and indeed the Troo ps that had 
aſſembled at Dunkirk, Calais, G5. ſeemed: to. 
a the Report which was immediate- 
ly followed by another, that the Toulon 
3 was deſtined for an Expedition 
againſt Minorca. Though the latter ap- 
peared, as in Reality it was, more probable 
than the former, eſpecially as a conſiderable 
Body of Troops were in Motion at Mar ſeilles 
and other Towns, near the Sea- Coaſt, in 

Provence i 3 ect Ben did not think it 
| 4 B 2 prudent 
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The Ramilies, go Byng, Gardner, 


(4) Ee 
prudent, at this critical Conjuncture, to di- 
veſt herſelf of her Forces, at home, to fly 
to the Succour of an Iſland, and thereby 
endanger her own Territories: However, ſhe 


did not lie idle, for a Fleet was ordered 


to prepare for the Mediferranean under the 
Command of Vice-Admiral Byng, and Rear» 
Admiral Weft, and at the ſame Time a Body 
of Heſians and Hanover:ans was ſent for, to 


guard theſe Realms from the Deſigns of 
France. No ſooner had England taken proper 


Meaſures to ſecure herſelf, than a Regiment of 
Soldiers (which was to be joined by another 


at Gibraltar) embarked on Board Mr. Byng's 


The Buckingham, 70 Weſt, Everer, 


The Culloden, 74 Ward, 
The Revenge, 50 -_-  Cormwall, © 
The Captain, 70 Catford, 
The Trident, 64 Durell. 
The Intrepid, 64 | Young, 

The King ſton, 60 F. 
The Lancaſter, 66 SOR LY 
The Defance, 0 Anareus. 


which, with three more, and five" Frigates; 


VIZ, Sh ips- 
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Ships. 5 Guns. e -e e 
The Princeſs Louiſa 60 1 $5 4 
The Portland, % a "Gre Baird. 
The Dept tford, 1 Lind, 
The Che held; . *-: '  Amburſt, £ 
The Experiment, 24. Gilebriſt, 
The Dolphin, 24 — 
The Phenix, 24 "| Hero + 


The Fortune, 4 125 


and five Frigates, all in exceeding good 


Order, and well manned, and carrying all 
that could be thought neceſſary, to ſuccour- 


Minorca. And it was reaſonable to- believe, 


when the two Admirals put to Sea, that 


they would not only arrive before the French 


had made any conſiderable Progreſs in the 
Iſland, but alſo, that the Fleet was ſuffici- | 


ently ſtrong, to give them an irreparable 


Check, if they had; eſpecially as the For- 
tification of Fort St. Philip, and the Bravery 
of Lieutenant General Blateney, who had 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf on ſeveral Occaſions, 


particularly in the Defence of Stirling-Caſtle 
in the laſt Rebellion, were well known; 


and it could not be doubted, but that the 
| Brief Fleet, even thou gh it ſhould be worſted 
in 


1 Moplerden, 


chen in the Mediterranean, formed a grind 
Squadr on, of thirteen Line of Battle-Ships, 


— 


| 
| | 
; 
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in a naval Engagement, would eaſily throw 
 Succouxy, in the Fort; if not by entrin the 
Harbour, at leaſt, in ſeveral other Places, 
towards &. Steptyn's Cave, Charlgs's Fort, or 
where, tha Royal Battery. ſtands, on St. Phi 
lip which would infalli ly prevent the taking 
of it, by ſtrengthening the Garriſon. z would 
L e to raiſe the Siege; and if Mr. 
ng. ſhould remain Maſter of he Sea, would 
ba them all up in an Iſland, Where they 
muſt of Courſe have farrendered Priſoners 
of War. But be this as it will, the Admi- 
rals Byng,. and Vg, received Orders to- fail, 
at Fertſineus, on Friday, the ad of April; 
which then did, on Monday, the Fifth, with a 
— but e Wind, which fon d them to 
r to. It. Helens the th, from whence 

y agein failed. the 7th, and were out of 
ight that Day, with a briſk Wind at N. 
rs theſe Meaſures were taking in Eng- 
link Masſhal Duke de Richlieu was/already 
ſet out from Paris, for Teulan, With all the 
Officess; under him, (except thoſe that wei: 
already there) ſince the 18th of 13 
| 88 having been ſent to that Place, to aha 
vide proper Apartments for their Receptzo 
The Marſhal paſſed thro' Marjgilles, _— 
de order d all = Ships i in the Port, deftin'd;. 
for the projected Ex:cdition,. to repair to Tou 
lau, having firſt . on 0580 Wow 4.00 
it | * ** 


"> on 
Porters, for the Uſe of the Fleet und Aerhy, 
The Tramperts being mad, and every 
Thing in Readineſs, M. de Rici#itu ſet out 
wich his Retinue for Toulon, were he arrivil 
the 25th of March, and found every Thing 
in the beſt order imaginable. Mefits. Maj 
Nac 'thef' d Bſeadre, Le Vuſſnur ue la Valle 
blanobe, Inrenuant de la Marinr, Le Comie te 
Lannion Murſbal de Camp, and M the King's 
Armies, untl M. de La Guliſſoniere, Lieufonunt- | 
General, (Who had the Command: of te | 
Fleet, and had repair'd to Toulon, long before | 

it was ready to fail,) having receiv'd an Ex- 
prefs, fre YVer/ailles, the 19th, with Orders 
to haſten/the Armament, ſend the Sailors on 
Board their reſpective Ships, and prepare 
every Thing for a ſpeedy Departure. Vet 
notwithftanding all the Diligence, that was 
made, the Fleet, and the Tranſports, were 
not ready before the 8th of April, when 
they weigh'd Anchor, and ſail'd to the Iſles 


4 Hieres, where they reſolv'd. 8 them - | 
ſelves in order, and take the Wind. | 


When they ſet out from Toulon, there was 
at that Place a prodigious Concourſe of = 
Strangers, and others, to ſee them go off; 
which they did, amidſt the loud Huzzas 
and Aeclamiations of the echoing Port. The 
12th, the Wind blowing briſkly, the Fleet 
left the Iſles 4 Heres, but the 13th ſhe met 

| a haid 
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1 bard Cale, which divided it, and p put * 
Tranſports in Diſorder. Some ran Foul of 
one another, and Fifteen of them receiv'd fo 


much Damage, that they return'd to Toulon, 


the ſame Day, at half an Hour paſt Five, 
the Troops, Stores, &c. which they had on 
Board, having been firſt taken up by the 
F leet, which proceeded to its Deſtination. 

This Fleet conſiſted of upwards of two 
Hundred tranſport Ships, eſcorted -by twelve | 
i of the Line, and five F rigates, VIZ. 


Ships 441+, Womb: : 5 Captains. 4 

„ us 8 M. de la Galiſſoniere, 
1 2 Lieut. General. 
Le Foudrojant of * pc M. Forger de 
55 1 L'aiguille. 


e e M. 4 Cliie, Chef 
La Couronne 74 ! d'Eſcadre, Capt. 
„ Rs 5 | M. Cabanous. 
M. de Glandeves, * 
Chef d 3 
Capt. M. De 
Marcouville, 


„„ TC RR 
Le Temerazre 74 b re, * 


Le Guerrier 74 1 Villar, de la Broſſe. 


Be Redoutable 74 


Le Lion 64 M. de St. Aignan. 
Le Sage 64 M. du Reveſl. 
"i . 1 64 M. de Raimondis. 1 
Le 


"0 In the Room of M. de Vilerae, who was ill. 


49) 


Ships. Guns. 1 5 
| 1. Sabran-Gram- 
Le Content 64 5 1 Pe 
Le Triton 64 M. Mercier. 
＋Hippobotame 50 M. de Roche maure. 249 
Le Fier 50 M. 4 Hervilk, © i 
La Junon 46 M. Beauſſier. i 
La Roſe 26 M. ge Coftebelle. 
La Gracieuſe 24 M. Marquizan, 
La Topaze 24 M. de Carne- Montalet. 


La Nympbe 24 M. de Callian, 


The Troops on Board, including a Detach- 
ment of Marines, upon every Ship of 
War, amounted to about Sixteen Thouſand 
Men, in Twenty-Five Battalions, viz. 


2. De Royal. „ Briqueville. 
2. De Bretagne. I. De Royal Italien. 
2. De Medoc, 1. De Soi ſſonnois. 


2. De Royal Comtois. 1. De La Marche. © 
2. De Vermandois. 1. De Chabrie, Artil- 


2, De Rochefort. lery. 

2. De Haynait. 1. De Cambis. 

2. De Royal La Ma- 1, Company of Mi- 
rine. ners, and 1. of 
2. De Talaru. © Workmen. 


——ũ—ö— — — — 
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The Chief Officers were, 
M. De Ricautitv, Commander in Chief, 
attended by his Son, the Duke ge Fronſac, 
and his Son-in-Law, the Comte d Egmont. 


M. ge Maillebais. 


M. & Miter, Lieu Generals. 
M. de Lannion. wy | 
M. de Monteynard © 
The Prince de Beauveau. 
The Prince de WW irtemberg. | 
M. de Laval. 

M. de Puiſinieu. 
M. de Roguepine. 
M. de la Bliniere. 
M. de Monti. 
M. de la Serre. 
M. ge Talaru. 


Marſhals de Camp. 


\ = ” q 


"Brigadier, 


The Officers de L'Etat Major were, 
M. de- Redmont, Brigadier, ee e 
des Logis. | 
M. de Souin, Major General. 
M. Boniface, chef du Genie. 85 
M. de Cauſans, Comic ordannateur, 5 


M. Falconnet, 

M. Du Vi vier, 1 de 
M. Portals, Guerre 

M. d Arhoſe, 


M. 


Lp: -:: 
M. de Guyol de Guiran, Brigadier, cdm- 
manding the Royal Body of Artillery, and 
Le Genie. 35 | | 
M. de Chabrie, Brigadier, Colonel, com- 
manding the Battalion de Chabrie, Artil- 

EYES ts: e 
| M. de Richelieu, his Son; and his Son- in- 

Law; M. de Maillebois, M. du Meſnil, M. de 

Lannion, the Prince de Beuveau, the Prince 
de Wirtemberg, and M. de Cauſans, em» 
bark'd on Board the Foudroyant, The 
Troops were all upon Merchant Ships, 
carrying One Hundred and Eighty Soldiers, 
with their Officers; the Grenadiers alone 
were upon the Men of War. 

This Fleet and Convoy. contained, at a 
moderate Computation, near Thirty 'Thou= 
ſand Souls, including about Six Hundred 
Women; there was a prodigious Quantity of 
Proviſions of every Kind, above Eight Hun- 
dred Oxen, and Three Thouſand Sheep, One 
Hundred Horſes, and as many Mules. In 
ſhort, the Armament was ſo conſiderable, 
that the moſt expert Politicians doubted of 
its being deſtined for Minorca only; and yet 

the Sequel will ſhew, how groſsly they were 
miſtaken; and the Quantity of Proviſions, and 
Stores they received afterwards; how inſuf= 
ficient the firſt Expedition was, to ſubdue the 
Iſland. | 
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As all theſe Preparations, as well as the 
Report of their being intended for the Con- 
queſt of Minorca, had long reached the Ears 
of General Blakeney, he diſpoſed all Things 
for a brave and vigorous Reſiſtance; prepared 
Forty Thouſand Faſcines, and demoliſhed a - 
few Mills, which obſtructed the Sight of the 
Forts ; but reſolved not to attempt to oppoſe 
the Landing of the French; not only as he 
could not expect to do it with any Succeſs, 
but alſo, as he was in Hopes, that a Bri- 
zZi/h Fleet would arrive ſoon enough to pre- 
vent it. But when he heard that the Toulon 
Squadron had put to Sea, he propoſed to the 
Inhabitants of Mahon, to take up Arms in their 
own Defence; but they repreſented to him, 
that they were utter Strangers to the Art of 
War, that their City was no ways fortified ; 
and that in ſhort, ſuch a Step would only 
ſerve to raiſe the Wrath and Indignation of 
the Conquerors; upon which, Mr. Blakeney 
ordered them to be diſarmed, drove ſome of 
their Cattle into the Fort, and the reſt into 
the Sea, to prevent the French from having 

the Uſe of them. This, together with the 
Fear of being expoſed to the Calamities of War, 
occaſioned the Removing of ſeveral Spaniſh 
Families from Minorca to Majorca, where 
an Engliſb Packet-boat landed them ſafely. 
Mr. B/akeney then ſhut himſelf up in the 
— | | Caſtle, | 


8 
Caſtle, with all his Men; thoſe thatwere diſ- 
perſed at Ciudadella, Fornelles, &: having, 
upon the. French landing in the Iſland, quit- 
ted their reſpective ' Poſts, evacuated- all the 
Forts, except thoſe adjoining, 'and in fome 
Meaſure belonging to that of St. Philip's, and 
joined their General. The Garriſon then 
amounted to upwards of Two Thouſand Re- 
gulars, and above Eight Hundred Labourers, 
Workmen, or others, who had voluntarily 
followed the Fate of Mr. Blakeney. They 
were well furniſhed with Proviſions, Ammu- 
nitions, and warlike Stores; nevertheleſs, 
that Number was far from being - ſufficient 
to defend fuch a Fort as Sr. Philip's. 

On the 17th of April, a Ship arrived at 
Marſeilles, from Cadiz, which met the French 
Fleet in the Latitude of Rouſſillon, ſteering 
towards Minorca. The Captain brought two 
Letters from M. de Richlieu, one for the Mi- 
niſtry, which was immediately forwarded, 
and the other for the Commiſſaire-Ordonna- 
teur, at Marſeilles, which informed him, 
that the Fleet was rally d, and all well. 

The 19th, two Ships arrived at the fame 
Place, with Adviee, that they alſo had met 
the ſame Fleet, the 16th, about twenty 
Leagues from Minorca, making towards that 
had And; hr 


On 


| L BY 
On the 21ſt, a Ship arrived at Palamos, in 
Catalonia, from Ciudadella, in Minorca, (which 
Place it had left the zoth) with M. de Mon- 
cour, Captain of Dragoons, on Board, who 
immediately ſet out by Land, for Verſailles, 
where he arrived the 29th, with the News of 
the ſafe Arrival of the Fleet at Minorca, and 
that it had anchored at Ciudadella, the 18th; 
moreover, that the Troops had landed that 
Day, without the Engliſb even offering to op- 
poſe them; the Garriſon of that Place having, 
on the contrary, evacuated it the ſame Day; 
and withdrawn to Fort. St. Philip's; and that 
whilſt M. de Ricblieu was preparing with the 
Grenadiers, to inveſt, and ſummon the Town. 
to ſurrender ; the Keys had been brought to 
him, upon which he addreſſed the Magiſtrates 
to the following Purport. Gentlemen, We 
© are not come to attack you: The King, my 
© Maſter, has no other View, in ſending me 
« hither, than to revenge the Inſults and 
“ Affronts done to him by the Engh/b : You 
«© may depend upon my Protection, and that 
© J ſhall take care, that the Troops, under 
«© my Command, commit no Outrages, and 
pay for what they buy; but above all, hold 
« no Correſpondence with our Enemies, for 
« ] ſhall ſpare none that are guilty of it.“ 
He added, that the Marſhal had ſent a Trum- 
peter, to tell General Blakeney, that he look d 


ape 
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upon the Shi $, then in the Harbour of Ma- 
hon, as his Maſter's Property ; and that if he 
ſhould attempt to deſtroy, burn, or fink them, 


there would be no Quarter for him and the 
WNT? ͤ ( 
MM. ge Moncour having executed his Com- 
miſſion, was gratifyd by the King with a 


Penſion of One Thouſand Livres, after which, 


he went to embark at Mar ſeilles, to return to 

The French Troops, Workmen, and o- 
thers, together with the Proviſions, Ammu- 
nition, and warlike Stores, were all landed 
at Ciudadella, from the 18th to the 20th, 
when M. De La Galiſſoniere left it, and 


failed for Mahon-Harbour, in order to block 


up. that Port, and prevent the Garriſon of 
St. Philips, ſituated at the Mouth of it, and 
the only Fortreſs capable to make any Re- 


ſiſtance, from receiving any Succours. He 


was in hopes alſo, that there were then, in 
the Port, Three Engh/þ Ships of the Line, 
and Five Frigates, under the Command of 
Mr. Eagecumbe; but that Commodore, after 


having ſent Mr. Blakeney what Men, Stores, 


and Ammunition, he could well ſpare; and 
after having taken all the Sailors, the Arms, 
and Ammunition of about twenty French 


Prizesthen in the Harbour, without meddling 


withtheir Cargoes, though yalued at upwards of 


Three 
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be done ; but Ay it would have taken up 
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Three Millions of Livres, hoiſted Sail early 
the 19th, and ſteered towards Gibraltar, with 
all his Ships, except the Phenix, Captain 
Harvey, whom he had before ſent to 3 
for Stores, and ordered to proceed from 
thence to Villafranca, to take in the Let- 
ters he might find there from England, 
for the Commodore. 3 
Every Thing being landed at Minorca, 
the 20th M. de Richelieu ſent back the 
major Part of the Tranſports, to Toulon and 
Marſeilles, (where they arrived the 26th) 
and the ſame Day, he diſpatched M. Du- 


Meſuil, with the Grenadiers, to Mercadal, a 
Town fituated about half Way from Ciuda- 


della to Mahan, and from thence, a Detach- 
ment was ſent to take Poſſeſſion of a Fort 
ſituated near Fort Fornelles, where the Ships, 
that brought Succours afterwards to the 
French, always landed them, The 21ſt M. 
de Richelieu entered Mahon at the Head 


of his Army, and the 22d. he encamped 


round St. Philip's Fort. 5 
When the Marſhal went from Ciuda- 
della to Mahon, he found the Roads had 
all been ſpoiled by Order of General Blakeney, 
and that it would be impoſlible to bring the 


Artillery to the Cam, without mending 


them, which was immediately. ordered to 


too 
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too much Time to repair. them fo as to be 


able to bring all the Artillery to the Camp,” 


the heavy Cannon &c. was again ſhipped at 


Ciudadella, upon ſome of the Tranſports, 
. which carried it to the Shore adjacent to 


the Encampment, from whence it was more 
eaſily ſent to the Army. The Reſt of the 
Artillery was drawn from Ciudadella to the 
Camp, after the Roads had been ſomewhat 
repaired. M. de Richelfeu employed the 
Minorquins, inſtead of his Troops, to this 


Work, and give them about two Shillings 


per Day. | 
Whilſt they were taken up in ſurmounting 
all theſe Difficulties, M. de Richelieu was em- 


ployed in planning the Attack, and preparing 


every Thing to commence it, as ſoon as poſ- 
fible; and in the mean Time, ſeveral Ships 
arrived at Port Fornelles, with freſh Supplies 


of Mules, Oxen, Ge. for the French. One 


of theſe fell into the Hands of Captain 
Harvey, commanding an Enghſh Frigate, 
called the Phenix, who, as we have ſaid 
before, had been ſent to Leghorn for Stores, 
and from thence to Villafrunca, where he 
heard, that the Fleet under Admiral Byng 
was to ſail from England in the Beginning 


of April, to ſuccour Minorca; upon which 


he failed the 18th of that Month from Vil- 
lafranca for Mabon, in order to endeavour 


ſome Way, or other, to convey to Com- 


D bs modore 
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modore Edgecumbe (who, he believed was 
in the Harbour) that important News. In 
his Way, he ſpyed a Tartan, which he judged 
to be French; he hoiſted white Colours, and 
took her the 6th of May, and carried her 
into Palma, the Capital of the Ifland of 
Majorca, where he ſold her; but M. ge 
Richelieu having heard this, cauſed M. de 
la Galliſſoniere to be informed of it, who, 
immediately diſpatched two of his Frigates, 
to block up the Phenix in the Port of 
Palma, and take it if poflible ; but this proved 
ineffectual, for ſome Time after Mr. Harve 
found Means to deceive the Vigilance of the 
French, and arrived ſafe at Nice, where he 
ſtayed a few Days; and then failed again 
towards Mahon, (where he ſtill ſuppoſed 
Mr. Eagecumbe was) but met him, and the 
Britiſh Fleet, as will be ſeen hercafter. 
The Loſs of this Tartan was not of great 
Conſequence to the French, as they had a 
more than ſufficient Quantity of Provifions, 
at that Time, and knew that Orders had 
been given at Toulon to ſend them more. 
After many Difficulties, the French being 
Maſters of all the Forts in the Ifland, ex- 
cept St. Philip's, and thoſe adjoining to it, 
at length erected a Battery of five 24 
Pounders, and five Mortars, over againſt &. 
Philip's, at Cape Mola, and near Sandy- Bay, 
on the Side oppoſite to Philipet Fort, which 
Was 
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was ready to play the 5th, but was left maſked 
till the other were ready alſo, This Battery 
was. ſo very advantageous, and ſo well con- 
trived, that by this Means, the French were 
as much Maſters of the Harbour, as the 
Engliſh, to whom no Succour could come, 
without being expoſed to the Fire of that 
Battery. Beſides, it was placed upon a fine 
riſing Ground, and the Cannon played plump 
down upon the Engliſb. 5 

The Sth of May, the. Work of the Be- 
ſiegers being in great Forwadrneſs, this Bat- 
tery began to play. The gth in the Evening, 
a Detachment of 100 Volunteers, four Com- 
panies of Grenadiers, and fix Piquets, under 
the Command of M. de Briqueville, Colonel 
of the Regiment de Royal Comtois, was ſent 
to take Poſſeſſion of the Suburb called Raval, 
where five hundred Labourers were immedi- 
ataly employed to make Coverts, and build 
Batteries to the Right, the Left, and the 
Center. The 10th M. de Roguepi ne, Brigadier, 
accompanied by Meſſrs. de Gaunay, and 
4 Elve, Colonels, and Meſſrs. ds Magnac, and 
de Virmont, Lieutenant-Colonels, marched, 
with 1200 Men, towards the Redoubt of 
Marlborough, where they encamped round. 

The ſame Day, two Battalions of the Royal 
Regiment, one of Reyal Comtois, marched 
to the Right of the Suburb, along the 
Houſes that compaſs it, in order to pro- 
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tect the Workmen, who were in great 


Forwardneſs ; and in the Evening M. de 


Richelieu went to view the Tregreft they 
had made. | 

Ihe 11th at Night, the Bomb Batteries 
were finiſhed, and ready to play, and they 
continued. to erect the Batteries of Cannon, 
as faſt as the Badneſs of the Ground would 
permit, which is ſuch, that they were obliged 
to ſend for Earth, as far as two Miles off; 
and then it was ſo ſtony, that they could 
make no Uſe of it; ſo that after having fitted 
it, they were obliged to wet it, otherwiſe 
a Cannon-ball might have deſtroyed the Work 


of many Hours ; this Inconvenience they ex- 


perienced every Time they had Cannon 


Batteries to ere. This Day M. ge Riche- 
licu went again to viſit Raval, and examined 


the Spots where they eſtabliſhed the Batteries, 


and found them in great Forwardneſs, in Spite 
of a prodigious Quantity of Bombs and Royal 


Grenados, fired by the Engliſb, to gall the 
Workmen. This Day, a Road was alſo opened, 


that communicated from Raval to M. de Ro- 


quepine's Camp, which M. de Richelieu went 
to examine the 12th, and ordered a Bat- 
tery of Bombs to be placed in a fine co- 
vered Ground, near the Redoubt of Marl- 


borough. The ſame Day, the Detachment 


of Kaval confified of ſeven Companies of 
; | Grena- 


(a) 
Grenadiers, eight Piquets, and three Com- 
panies of Volunteers. 

The Night of the 12th was employed 
in building the Batteries ; and, 

The 1 3th, early in the Morning, the Bombs 
began to play with Succeſs, and to that Day 
the French had no Officer either killed or 

hurt, except M. d Elua, Colonel of the 
Royal-Italien Regiment, who was ſlightly 
wounded on the Shoulder. 

The Night of the 13th was employed 
in erecting the Batteries in the Suburb, which 
were four in Number, two of ſix Game 
each, and two of Mortars, the one having 
ſeven, and the other four; but the Battery 
of Cannons at the Left was thus —_ 
Increaſed of three. 

The 14th M. de Richelieu went for the 
third Time to examine theſe Batteries, ſome 
whereof were ready, and others were to be 
finiſhed that Day. In the Evening, two 
Mortars were ſent to the Right of M. 
de Roguepines Camp, and placed at the 
Mouth of Sf, Stephen's Cove, in order to 
block that Entrance, and prevent any Suc- 
cours for the Enghſh from landing there. 


The 15th the Regiment de Fraiſnel arrived 4 . 


at the Camp to reinforce the Army. It was 
landed at Port Fornelles the 13th. They re- 
ported, that the 27th of April, four Ships 
— from Ciudadella the 1 ap 
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M. de Richelieu, were arrived at Toulon, 
and five more at Mar/eilles, where they were 


preparing to embark ſix Battalions, to reinforce 


the Army, which would ſoon be effected, 

fince they were in the Neighbourhood. 
This Day M. de la Gahſſomere's Squadron, 

which had been dif perſed the 11th by a hard 


Gale at N. E. and fed eighteen Leagues 


from Minorca, appeared rallyed, and in good 
Order, off Mahon, having taken an Engliſh 


Snow, homeward bound from Barcelona, and 
another Ship, loaded with Corn, which Was 
carried to Ciudadella. 


The 27th: the Battery of Cannow: to the 


Right of Raval began to fire, and was well 


ſerved, and the Bomb Batteries, which. had 
not diſcontinued playing! hace the zen ceaſed 


for fome Time. 


The 18th the Left began to play; and M. 


du Pinay, who commanded it, was killed, and 
the Prince of V irtemberg, Marſhal de Camp, 


was flightly wounded. This Day M. de 
Richelieu diſpatched twelve Ships from Port 


 Fornelles to Toulon and Marſeilles for Stores, 


and Proviſions; ten of which arrived at the 
latter Place, where, the 26th of May, they 


took in 3000 Bombs, 16000 Balls, 1009 


Barrels of Powder, 17600 Quintals of Meal, 
goo of Bacon, goo of Pulſe, 600 of Barley, 
600 of Beans, and 15000 of Fodder, and the 
other two went to Toulon, where they alſo 

* Sm 
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embarked 7000 Quintals of Meal, and 5000 
of Hay. It is ſurpriſing that ſo great a Quan- 
tity of Proviſions ſhould. be conſumed in ſo 
ſhort a Time, for ſcarce a Day paſſed, but freſh 
Supplies arrived at Minorca. Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Advantages, the greateſt 
wheredf was, the Reinforcement of the French 


Army, of fix Battalions, and a Regiment de 


Nice, the beſieged made, to the laſt, a glo- 


rious Reſiſtance ; and from the 8th of May, 


that the Trenches were opened by the Play- | 
ing of the Battery at Cape-mola, they. de- 
fended the Works of the Forts, with a Bra- 


very the more ſurpriſing, as the Garriſon was 


too ſmall to occupy them (one Third of it only 
being put upon Duty at once) and the Bat- 


tery at Cape-mola, ſituated as we have al- 


ready ſaid, upon the moſt advantageous 
Ground in every Reſpect, that they could 
pitch upon, together with 100 Bombs, that 
were thrown every Hour into the Fort, could 
not but gall them exceedingly. | 
This Day, an Expreſs arriv d at the Camp, 
to M. de Richelieu, from M. de la Gali//c- 


niere, who informed him, that the Engliſb 


F lect approached ; ; that having diſpatched the 


Frigate /a Gracteuſe, to cruiſe off Majorca, 


the ſame had joined the Fleet the 17th, and 


brought Advice, that ſhe had diſcovered an 
Engliſh Squadron, which might be then about 
thirty Miles South ; that accordingly, he had 

endea- 
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endeavoured to go to meet them, but was 
prevented by a Calm, and that he defired M. 
de Richlieu would fend him a Reinforce- 
ment of Volunteers; upon which ſo many 
offered, that they were obliged to turn away 
moſt of them; and having thirteen Piquets, 
the Marſhal diſpatched them to the Marquis 
de la Galiſſoniere *, and took the der r 


| Meaſures to prevent all Communication be- 


tween the Engl; % Fleet, and the _ . 
Now I ſhall interrupt this Journal, in 
order to give an Account of the 8 


between the two Fleets, upon which the 


Fate of Minorca, in ſpite of the Diſpoſitions 
made by the French, to defend the Entrance 
of Mabon-Harbour, and St. Stephen' s-Cove, 


ſolely depended. 


The Fleet, under the Admirals Byng and 


V,. eſt, having failed from Portſmouth the 7th 


of April, was met the 29th of the ſame 


Month off Cape St. Mary's, by a Ship, 


which reported, that he thought they might 
then get to Gibraltar in two Days; and 
the 31ſt the Fleet was alſo ſeen by another 
Ship near the Szreights, where it arrived the 
2d of May, and anchored in the Bay that 

Day, after a tedious Paſſage, occaſioned by - 


: we Winds, (as Mr. Hyng ſaid.) At his 


Arrival 


9 


* Of theſe, nine only reach'& M. de la Gali 7 two be- 
ing taken by Admiral h, in a F, and two forced in · 
t ajorca. Ny 
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arrival, he demanded of General Fowte then 


Governar of the Place, a Regiment of his 
Garriſon, but the Latter did not think pro- 
per to part with his Men, till he had 42a 
bled a Council of War, to conſider whither 


Mr. Byng was to have the Regiment or not, 


which was reſolved in the Negative; upon 
which the Admiral reſted himſelf for fix 
whole Days of the Fatigue of his Voyage 
from England, and at Length hoiſted fail 
the 8th of May for Minorca ; (having been 
joined by Commodore Eagecumbe, and all his 


Squadron, except the Phenix) with a freſh 


and fair Gale of Wind, which continued three 


Days, from the Time of their ſailing ; ne- 


vertheleſs, they did not come in fight of Ma- 


jorca, till the 17th, where Mr. Byng was joined 


by the / henix, Capt. Harvey, and the 19th 
he came within ſight of Mahon, and ſaw the 
French Squadron, to the S. E. But though 


he had the Wind, he did not go down upon 


them that Day, but waited till the next; 
in the mean Time, M. de la Galiſſonierę 
endeavour'd to gain the Wind of him, and 
the 2oth in the Morning having almoſt ſuc- 
ceeded, it changed on a ſudden, and the Eng- 
liſb continued to have that Advantage. In 
the mean Time, Mr. Byng, perceived two 
Tartans with the French private Signal, cloſe 
in with the Rear of his Fleet upon which, 
the Princeſs it, was ſent to chaſe 

N the 


his help; but the other Part of that Divifion, 
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the one, and the Defiance and Captain, the 
other; one of the two was taken, and 
prov'd to be one of the Ships which M. ge 
Richlieu, had ſent with Piquets, to reinforce 
M. de la Galiſſoniere. She had two Captains, 


two Lieutenants, and One Hundred and Two 


private Soldiers on Board. We 
At two in the Afternoon, the two Fleets 
were in Line, and near enough to engage ; 


the Signal was made, and the Combat be- 


gan ; the French with twelve Ships of the 
Line, and the Eng/i/þ with the fame Num- 
ber; for though Mr. Byng had thirteen, he 
ordered the Deptford, (tis hop'd, upon good 
Foundation) to quit the Line, that he might 
fight upon equal Terms. The Engagement 


was general at firſt ; but did not continue ſo 


any Time; for the Intrepid, having had his 
Foretopmaſt ſhot away by the firſt Broadfide. 
It ſeems, this threw Mr. Byzg, in ſuch Con- 


fuſion, that he, with his Diviſion, fell all 


aback, and the brave Admiral West, who was 


then fighting with his Ships, with an un- 
daunt 

the Mercy of a ſuperior Fleet whoſe Center 
was unattacked. In this Poſition, did he 
ſuſtain the Fire of the French for a conſider- 


-ourage, was left uncovered, and to 


able Time, and at Length a few Ships of 
Mr. Byng's Diviſion, (ſome ſay, contrary to 
the Orders of their Leader) bore down to 


the 
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the Ramilies, amongſt the reſt, though they 
fought, as ſpurt prompted them to. bear 


down, yet they did not long ſuſtain the Fire of 
the French, but threw all aback, almoſt as ſoon 


as they were down. And Admiral eff may 
juſtly be ſaid to have fought the major Part 2 5 


the Time alone with his Diviſion, which 
followed his Example, by behaving with an 


Intrepidity, ſuitable to the Occaſion, and 


which deſerved to be better ſeconded, than 
it really was. The Skirmiſh (for we can't 


call it a Combat) laſted about four Hours; 
after which, Mr. Weſt forſaken, and aban- 


don'd, wh three Ships diſabled, fell back 


With his Diviſion ; and happy was it for him, 
that Night came on, and that the Aim of the 
French, was ſolely to prevent the Engliſb 
Fleet from throwing Succours into Fort St. 


Philip's. This Engagement happened about 


five Leagues off Mahon. The 21ft in the 
Morning the two Fleets were out of Sight 


of one another, ſo that M. de la Galiſſoniere 
thought it beſt to return to guard Mahon-Har- 
bour, before which he arrived the 22d, and 


Mr. Byng's Fleet found herſelf the 21ft ele- 
ven Leagues diſtant from it, and after all his 


Ships had join'd him, he found that the 
Captain, Intrepid and Defiance, were in a 


bad Condition; ſo not doubting, but the French 


Fleet was off Mahon, it may reaſonably be 


ſuppoſed, chat he did not care to ſend theſe 
E 2 three 
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three to be repaired at Gibraltar, and fail 
with the Reſt, to venture a ſecond Engage- 
ment (which, nevertheleſs, was the only 
Chance of faving Minorca.) So that he 
called a Council of War, and deſired the 
Attendance of General Stuart, Lord Effing- 
bam, Lord Robert Bertie, and Colonel Corn- 
wallis, who wete all in the Fleet; the two 
firſt and the laſt having their reſpective Corps, 
then among the beſieged in St. Philip's, atid 
Lord Bertie, commanding his Regiment on 
Board, deftined to ſuccour that Gartifon. The 
Council decided, that it was beft to return to 
Gibraltar, and accordingly, Mr. Byng, after 
having beat the Sea till the 25th, made the 
beſt of his Way thither, where he artived on 
the 19th of June. In the Engagement of the 
20th of May, the Engliſb had Forty three 
Men killed; among whom was the brave 
Captain Andrews, of the Deflance, and One 
Hundred and Sixty-eight wounded; among 
whom was Admiral Weſt's Son, thougli not 
dangerouſly, and Captain Noel, of the Princeſs 
Louiſa, who died at Gibraltar. The Frenth 
had Thirty-eight Men killed, but no Officers, 
and One Hundred Eighty-four Men wounded, 
including the Officers, one whereof * died at 
Mahon the 24th. From this Time to the 
End of the Siege, the French Fleet continued 


The Chevalier 4% Bauconſe, Lieutenant of de Temerairt: 
to 
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to eruize off Minorca unmoleſted, till the Ca- 
pitulation of St. Philip's; duritig which they 
took ſeveral Engliſb Metchant Ships, ſome 
whereof tichly laden; but tv return to the 
8 WE 
The 19th of May having been employ'd in 
taking the neceſfary Meilſutes, the better to 
prevent all Communication betweeti the Bri- 
Ziſh Fleet, and the Beſieged; the 2oth all the 

French Batteries play'd very fitrart, and the 
were anſwer'd by thofe of the Beſieged, with 
equal Vigour, afid the latter did more Effect; 
fot beſides the natural Advantage of the Be- 
ſieged, they were ſuperiot both in the Num- 
ber, and the Strength of theit Cannon. Their 

Bombs alſo were well ſerv'd, and this fatne 
Day, at two o'Clock in the Afternoon, dhe of 
theſe ſet Fire to one of the Beſiegei's Batteries ; 
upon which the Befieged, eager of the leaft 
Advantage they could gain, made an infernal 
Fire from the Caſtle, and amidſt the Thunder 
of the Cannon, and the' burſting and flying of 
Bombs, a Party of the Engliſb made a furious 
Sally from the Queen's Redoubt, directly op- 
poſite to the beſt Battery of the French, and 
had near nail'd up ſome of the Cannon, but 
the Beſiegers, who kept upon their Guard, 
forced them back into the Fort; after which, 
and towards the Evening, the two Battalions 
of the Royal Regiment, commanded by M. 
de Maillebois, Lieutenant-General, repaired 
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to the irPoſt- in the Trenches ; from whence 
they ſent their Grenadiers, and fix Piquets, 


together with five other Companies of Gre- 
nadiers, and fix Picqueis, draughted out of 


ſeveral Regiments, to relieve the Poſts in the 
Suburb of Raval. The Night of the 2oth 
the Fire continued briſk and violent, both on 


the Side of the Beſiegers, and that of the Be- 
Re. 


The 21ſt the Fire of the ere 


gradually, and began to grow more and more 
troubleſome to the Beſiegers, whoſe Batteries 


were in continual want of Repair, and did 
very little Execution, being greatly inferior to 


thoſe of the Fort, which were well ſerv'd, and 


directed by maſterly Hands: However, the 


French who began to perceive that they had 


not only Ka. Nature and Art to oppoſe, 
but alſo an Enemy, who ſhow'd a great deal 


of Valour and Conduct, were far from be- 


ng diſcouraged, and this Emulation was not 


only in the Officers, but in the Soldiers. The 


Grenadiers in particular made a Law among 


themſelves, which inflicted a rigorous Puniſh- 
ment to thoſe who ſhould get drunk, before 


they had gone to the Trenches ; the 7 .abour- 
ers and Miners, were no leſs eager in their 


Work, ſo that M. de Ricblieu, built great 


Hopes upon the indefatigable Zeal of his Men; 


to back Which he continued to write to Paris, 
Toulon, and Marſeilles for freſh Supplies 72 


Proviſions, 
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Proviſions, Bombs, Powder, Balls, and heavy 
Cannon, which became indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to filence the Fire of the Belege, 
whoſe Artillery was ſo ſuperior to that of 
the French, and continued to play violently 
till the 6th of June, diſmounting the Batte- 
teries of the Beſiegers, who had always ſome 
2 or Mortar, that ſtood im need of re- 
The 21ſt and 22d were employ'd in 
egen the old Batteries, and building new); 
in the mean Time the French Squadron ap- 
peared off Mahon, and in the Evening, the 
ſame Day, being the 22d, the Beſiegers made 
Rejoicings and onfires, for the Retreat of 
the Engliſb Fleet, and play'd their Batteries 
with loud Huzzas, and Acclamations. 
The 23d the Count de Lannien, relieved 
the Marquis du Meſnel at the Trenches, with 
the two Battalions of Royal la Marine, beſides 
a Poſt of Brigadier, eſtabliſhed in the Suburd 
of Raval. This Day, as well as the 24th 
were employ d as the preceding, in repairing 
and erecting new Batteries, which the Ships 
that arrived daily at F. rnelles, with all Sorts 
of Supplies, enabled them to do; in the 
mean Time, the Beſieged continued to play 
their Artillery with Skill, and undaunted Cou- 
rage ; they carried their main Strength againſt 
Raval, which they bombarded, and cano- 
naded fo furiouſly, that, | 
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The 25th it was leyelled with the Ground, 
and there was not a Houſe, but what was de- 
moliſhed, and intirely deſtroyed; the Beſiegers 
having laſt their Shelter, found themſelves un- 
covered, and totally expoſed to the Fire of St. 
Philigs; fo that they were obliged to change 
the Poſition of the Batteries at Raval, and 
erect them elſe where. CE, 

Ihe Place pitched upon for that Purpoſe, 
was behind the Ruins of Reval, a Plan that 
was approved by the whole Army in General ; 
and the Workmen ſet about it the Night of 
the 2 5th and 26th, but they were not finiſned 
before the 6th of June. During this, the 
Batteries at . and M. de Roqueprnes 
Camp, towards the Redoubt of Marlborough, 
play d conſtantly upon the Fort, and the Mi- 
ners on the other Side puſh'd on their Works 
with Vigour ; the Troops were in high Spi- 
rits, receiving every Day freſh Supplies from 
| Toulon and Marſeilles, where above thirty 
Ships were then taking in Proviſions and Am- 
munition, and were to ſet out for Fornelles, 
the 5th or 7th of June at fartheſt. In ſhort, 
they had all they could wiſh, and at the 
cheapeſt Rate: Wine was fold at the Camp 


at 3 Sols, or three Halfpence the Pot, Meet at 


3 Sols 4 Deniers, or about Two-pence per 
Pound, and Bread at two Sols, or a Penny 
per Pound. The Fleet was ſtill before Ma- 
hon, and in high Spirits, they had taken ſe- 
veral Enzliþ Merchant-men, and particu- 


lar: a 


/ 
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Suh a Xebeck loaded with Proviſions, and 
a Packet Boat with Letters from London, both 
for Fort St. Philip. The Engliſh F lect had 
not appeared again, and hey expected ſhort- 
ly a Reinforcement of four Ships of the Line; 
then fitting out at Toulon with all the Speed 
imaginable, 6000 Men being employed Night 
and Day for that Purpoſe; 300 whereof were 
Genoeſe Joiners, and Orders had been ſent to 
Toulon, to take out of divers Places in Provence, 
Langueche, and Rouſſillon 641 Cannons, to 
arm theſe four Ships, which were Hector, 
hk Vaillant, I Hercule, and FOriflame*. 
Such was the Situation of the French at this 
Time, nowithſtanding which, the Progreſs 
they had made againſt St. Philip? s Caſtle, from 
the Time of their Landing at Ciudadella, 
to the 6th of June, amounted to little more 
than nothing. 
The ʒth of that Month the major Part of 
the new Batteries that were pos behind 
the Ruins of Raval! were finiſhed : And, 
The 6th at Noon, they were all ready to 
play, which they began to do towards the 
. 

This new Plan of Attack was ſupported by 
welw Batteries, making in all 84 Cannonsg 
and 22 Mortars. The firſt Battery placed 

againſt Kanes Lunette. conſiſted of fix Can- 


F nons, 


* kehille was 455 krting « out, bot 4 it was not att ſhe 
could be ready at the ſame 'Time with the others. | 
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nons, all 24 Pounders, and played Croſs-wiſe; 
it was commanded by M. de la Pelouze. The 
ſecond of five was commanded by M. 
d Obuſiers, and played againſt Anſtruther's, 
Argyle's, and Royal Battery. The third of 
ten (called the Royal Battery) was command- 
ed by M. Leblanc, and battered the Body 
of the Place in Breach; it was placed over- 
againſt the Queen's Redoubt. The fourth of 
fix commanded by M. 4Olzy ruined the 
general Defences. The fifth, conſiſting of five 
Mortars, was placed oppoſite the Weſt Lu- 
nette. The ſixth, conſiſting of five Pieces of 
Cannon, and commanded by M. de St. Andre, 
was placed oppoſite between the Weſt, and 
Carolina Lunettes, to the Right of the Caſtle, 
The ſeventh, commanded by M. de St. Mi- 
chel, conſiſted of eleven Mortars, and was 
placed oppoſite between the Carolina and 
 Seuth-Weſt Lunettes. The eighth, com- 
manded by M. de St. Michel, to the Left of 
Dupine conſiſted of eight Pieces of Cannon, 
and played againſt Mariborougb Redoubt. The 
ninth of five, and commanded by M. d. A.- 
vicourt, defended the Entrance of St. Stephen's 
Cove, and played againſt Charles Fort. The 
tenth cf thirty-three Cannons was placed on 
the Peninſula of Cape-Mola, overagainſt Phi- 
I:pet Fort. The eleventh ſituated below the 
Signal-Houſe, conſiſted of three Pieces of 
Cannon, and three Mortars, as well as the 

a | _ twelfth. 
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twelfth, which was commanded by M. de 
Kailus, and placed within a F ng of Fort 
hen, pg 
Such was the ſecond Plan of Attack againſt 
the Caſtle of Sr. Philip's, which ſucceeded 
according to the Wiſhes of the Beſiegers, 
whoſe whole Artillery began to play, as we 
have already ſaid, the 6th of June, and made 
a terrible Fire: The Beſieged however had 
from the Beginning 250 Pieces of Cannon, 
and 40 Mortars, to oppoſe to the French, 
by Means of which, they had hitherto eaſily 
replaced thoſe that were A e but this 
laſt Attack, and the Unmaſking of fo many 
Batteries, ſeemed to aſtoniſh them a little, 
nevertheleſs their Fire continued as fierce and 
conſtant as before. In the mean Time, that 
of the French grew more and more violent, 
the grand or Royal Battery, in leſs than 
twelve Hours, made a conſiderable Breach 
in the Body of the Place, and demoliſhed 
ſeveral of the Beſieged's Works. This early 
Succels increaſed their Aſtoniſhment, and their 
Fire ſlackned and continued to do ſo all the 
next Day; but the Night of the 7th and 3th 
they laboured to repair. the Damage they had 
ſuſtained, and their Fire increaſed, and was 
ſoon as ſharp and ſteady as before. They 
' threw three hundred Bombs this Night, but 
without any Succeſs, having only killed three 
Men, and wounded ſeven. 5 | 
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The 8th the French Batteries cantinued 
playing with the ſame Vigour, and the Mi- 
ners on their Side had advanced within 1 
Toiſes or Fathoms, or 30 Yards of the ſal- 
liant Angle of the covered Way of the Queen's 
Redoubt, and continued to make a great 
Progreſs ; but they were obliged to deſiſt from 
this Enterprize by Reaſon of the ſolid Rock, 
which they met, and which they could not 
break through. | 

The gth the French Batteries had made 
two conſiderable Breaches in the Body of the 
Place, and deſtroyed ſeveral of the Out- 
works, Embraſures, and general Defences, 
notwithſtanding which the Garriſon perſiſted 
in making a bold Reſiſtance. 

The :oth their Fire began to flaken, 
and continued to do fo till the 14th, when 
the French Artillery played ſo furiouſly againſt 
the Citadel, that the two Breaches were re- 
duced to one wide enough to admit fix Men 
a breaſt: Five Embraſures were alſo re- 
duced to one, the ſmall Forts to the Right. 
of the Caſtle, on the Sea-ſhore, were almoſt 
entirely ruined by the Fire of St. Andrew's 
Battery, which was the neareſt to the For- 
treſs, by whoſe Fire it had ſuffered a great 
deal at firſt, and the Queens Redoubt had 
no more than two Pieces of Cannon re- 
maining to reſiſt thoſe of the Beſiegers, whoſe 
Grenadiers had Juſt PO an Exploit, 
| Which 


(37) 
which helped to weaken the Beſieged more 
and more. Theſe had a Shallop, by the help 
of which they communicated Sher St. Phi- 
lip's to Marlborough Redoubt, by croſſing St. 
Stephens Cove. A Party of Grenadiers having 
taken Notice of it, deliberately jumped | 
with their Sabres in their Mouths into the 
Cove, boarded the Veſſel, and took it; the 
Fort kept firing upon them, as well as the 
Boat, but without Succels. 

80 many Diſadvantages exaſperated che 
Garriſon, and they reſolved to attempt a Sally, 


which a Party accordingly did the ſame Day, 


the 14th of June: It ſeemed to promiſe Succeſs, 
and indeed they killed ſeveral Men, and nailed 
up ſome of the Beſieger's Cannon; but un- 
luckily they advanced too far, and were ſur- 
rounded to cloſe, that not one eſcaped, but 
all were taken Priſoners. This leſſened greatly 
the Number of Hands in the Garriſon, which 
were ſcarce ſufficient at firſt to ply the 
Works; and now their Fire was neither ſo 
well kept up, nor fo briſk as before; but, on 
The 15th it ſhackened fo much, "that the 
Beſiegers finding it reduced to half what it 
was in the Beginning, and ſeeing it relent 
more and more, concluded that Ge Engliſh 
either wanted Proviſions, or Ammunition, 
or that they had not Hands ſufficient to 
play the Artillery. This made M. de Richelieu 
reflect upon he beſt Method to ſhorten the 


Sie ge, 
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Siege, and haſten the Reduction of the Gar- 
riſon, he formed a Plan for the general Attack, 
which he meditated, and then imparted it 
to the Count de Maillebois, and charged him 
with the Detail of the Diſpoſition: Before 
he pitch'd upon a Day for the Execution 
of this laſt Project, he reſolved to ſee how 
Matters would go, and what Defence the 
Beſiegers would perſiſt in Making. He found 
it to be ſuch as behoved a Garriſon, which 
had ſhewn ſo much Intrepidity from the 
Beginning of the Siege: True their Fire 
was prodigiouſly flackened ; but they did not 


fo much as betray the leaſt Reliſh for a Ca- 


pitulation : This however ſtrengthened M. 
de Richelieu the more in his Intent of ſtrik- 
ing a Bold blow, which was no leſs, than 
the. Taking of the Fortreſs by Storm : To 
facilitate this Deſign, he began from the 1 5th 
to order ſeveral Detachments to approach 
near the Beſieged, and ſkirmiſh with them: 
This made the Troops perfectly acquainted 
with the Nature, as well as Strength of the 
Outworks, and inthe nextPlace, as they com- 
monly advanced ſo near by Night, the Fire 
of their ſmall Arms was very troubleſome 

to the Beſieged, as it prevented their re- 
placing the Guns, that were diſmounted in the 
Day by the French Batteries, which played 


fo vilolently, that from the 6th of June to 
the 27th they never had leſs than 45 Pieces 


of 
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of Cannon, and 17 Mortars firing at a Time. 
Theſe cloſe Skirmiſhes inſpired fome of the 
French Soldiers with the Itch of deſerting, 
five of them threw themſelves into the Fort 
the 15th; but General Blakeney taking them 
for Spies, ſtript them and ſent them back to 
the Camp, where they were Ny 
hanged in Sight of the Caſtle. 08 
From the 15th to the 27th of June no- 
thing remarkable happened, the Beſiegers 
continued firing, and ſeveral Detachments 
were ſent now and then to ſkirmiſh with the 
Beſieged, who on their Side perſiſted in max- 
ing the beſt Defence in their Power. Advice 
came to the Camp the 23d or 24th, that 

8800 Balls were thipping at Toulon the 20th; 
from whence they would be ſent to Port ; "a 
nelles, with all poſſible Diſpatch, and more- 
over that the four Ships of the Line then 
fitting out at the ſame Place, to reinforce 
M. de la Galiſſoniere (who continued off 
Mahon) would be ready to weigh Anchor 
the 3d or 4th of July. 
Whilſt the Siege of Mahon was ; thus carried 
on, Commodore Broderick had been ſent from 
En:land, the latter End of May to the Me- 
diterranean. with five Ships of the Line, to 
reinforce Mr. Byng's Fleet, and ſome Days 
after his Sailing Advice being received, by 
way of France, of Mr. Byng's Behaviour in 
the Engagement of the 20th of May, Sir 
| Eduard 
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Edward Hawke with Mr. Saunders (who had 


been made an Admiral ſome Days before) and 
ſeveral Captains, together with the Earl of 
Panmure, and Lord 7yrawly (appointed Go- 


vernor of Gibraltar, in the room of Mr. 


Fowke, who had refuſed giving Mr. Byng 
the Regiment, which he had Orders to ;take 
to ſuccour Minorca) were ordered to repair 
immediately to Port/mouth, there to embark 

on Board the Antelope Man of War of 50 
Guns, and proced to Gibraltar, where Ad- 
miral Hawke had Orders to take upon him 
the Command of the Fleet, Ra with 
Mr. Saunders, and ſend Mr. Byng, with Mr. 
Weſt, and ſome of the Captains Home im- 
mediately : Lord Tyrawly had alſo Orders 
to ſend Mr. Fowke Home at the ſame Time, 


| and under Arreſt. They accordingly ſailed 
from Portſmouth in the Antelope on Wedneſ- 


day the 16th of Fune, and were met the 


| 19th of the ſame Month, ſeventeen Leagues 
to the Weſtward of Uſhart, with a fair Gale, 
and all well. | 


The 24th of June, Mr. Cleveland, Secretary | 
to the Admiralty in London, received a Letter 


from Admiral Byng, dated off Mahon the 25th 
of May, with his Account of the Combat 


between his Squadron and the French* 


upon 
which 
„Thie Letter, which Mr Byng diſpatched to Mr. Keene the 


Britiſh Ambaſſador at Madrid, who forwarded it to Mr. Cleve- 
land adviſed-him of the Council of War which Mr. Rye Mad 
A 
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which, an Expreſs was immediately diſpatched 
to Admiral Hawke, at Gibraltar, to ſend Mr. 

Byng home, under Arreſt ; but leaſt it ſhould 

arrive too late (as in reality it did) Orders 

were afterwards ſent to the Sea-ports, to arreſt 
him there, at his Arrival. 
The 15th of the fame Month, Mr. Bro- 
derick arrived at Gibraltar with his five Ships; 
but found not Mr. Byng there, he not being 
et returned from his Expedition, though he 
had hoiſted Sail from off Mahon for that 
Place the 25th of May, He arrived there 
on the 19th, and wrote a ſecond Letter to 
the Admiralty, with Advice thereof, adding, 
that he would loſe no Time to put to Sea 
again; but that Watering was tedious, and 
the Ships that had been damaged in the late 

Action would take ſome Days in repairin 
This Letter reached London the 23d of Jh; 

but to return to the Siege. 

Whilſt the French continued to batter the 
Caſtle, and the Engliſß to defend it, and to 
repair, as well as ho could, the Damage 
they had ſuſtained, and which increaſed con- 

Gade, M. de Richelieu pitched upon Sunday 
the 27th of June to execute the general 

Attack, of the Succeſs pena he goed not 

to doubt in the leaſt. 


called, and of his returning to G braliar as faſt as he could: 


It has made too much Noiſe, and the Contents are too gene- 
rally Rowe to 1 our inſerting them here. 
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The 26thin the Evening, he called a Coun- 
cil of War, at which were preſent all the Ge- 
neral Officers, to whom he imparted the 
whole Project, which was unanimouſly ap- 
proved: M. de Richelieu then proceeded to 
give them their reſpecttive Charges. 

The Marquis de Laval, Major-General of 
the Trenches, was charged with the Attack 
on the Left, againſt the Forts Strugen and Ar- 
gyle, the Queen's Redoubt, and Kane's Lu- 
nette: He had 16 Companies of Grenadiers 
and four Bataillons. allowed him for this At- 
tack, The Officers under him were the 


Marquis de Monty, Brigadier, and the Mar- 
quis de e Colonel, whoſe Regiment 


was the leading one at the Trenches, and 


the Royal - Comtois, the ſecond: M. de 
Monty was to attack Strugen and Argyle ; 
M. de Briquevilk, to advance upon Kane and 


the Covert-way between that Work, and the 
Queen's Redoubt; and M. de Sages, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel to M. de Briqueville, to attack 
the Queens Redoubt, with four Companies 
of Grenadiers de Hainault, Soiſſonnois, and 


Cambis, Theſe three Attacks were to be 
ſupported by two Engeniers and 150 La- 
bourers, an Officer of the Royal Corps of 
Artillery, ten Gunners, a Detachment of 
5o Volunteers, to carry Ladders, and a Bri- 
gade of Miners. 


The 
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The Prince de Beauveau, with two Brigadess 
was charged with the Center Attack, againſt 
the Meſtern Redoubt and Caroline's Lunette ; 
he was alſo to cover the Trenches in Caſe of 
Need. TY Ls 
The Count de Lanmon, with the Royal 
Brigade, and the Regiment de Bretagne was 
charged with the firſt Attack on the Right, 
directed againſt Mar/bdrough. = 

M. de Roquepinne, and M. de Lemps, at the 


Head of 100 Grenadiers, and 400 Volunteers, 


were to go in Boats through Sr. Stephen's 
Cove, and march againſt Fort Sz. Charles. 


The Marquis de Monteynard, commanding 


the Brigades Royal-la-Marine, and Talaru, was 
to attack the South-Weſt Lunette, and to take 
it ; after which he was to communicate with 
the Attack of Fort St. Charles and cut off all 
Communication between Marlborough and $7, 
J = 

At the ſame Time, and whilſt theſe Attacks 
ſhould be made, M. de Beaumanoir, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, commanding near the Signal- 
Houſe, was to ſet off in Boats with his De- 
tachment from Sandy-Bay or Philipet-Cove 


to come and favour M. de Monty's Attack, by 
endeavouring to land and flip into the Covert 


Way, between the Halfmoon and Argyle's 

Battery. And, Epcot $I 
M. de Fortainval Captain d Hainault with 
Ioo Men of that Detachment was to land 
at the Foot of the Engih grand Battery, 
| . called 


— 


Entrance of the Port. 
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called the Saluting, which was towards the 
The Plan of the Attack being thus made 
known to the Army, M. de Richelieu reſolved 
that his own Poſt ſhould be in the Center 


of the Attacks on the Left, and that the 
Count de Maillebois, the Marquis du Meſnil, 


and the Prince de Wirtemberg ſhould attend 
him to give the neceſſary Orders for the Sup- 
port and Succeſs of the Attacks. 

It was agreed that the Signal to begin 
the Attack ſhould be given by the Firing 
of a Cannon, and four Bombs from the 
Battery near the Signal- Houſe. 

All Things being thus ordered, the Ar- 
tillery continued to batter the Forts, till the 
27th, at ten o Clock in the Evening, when 
they all ceaſed firing: And then the Battery 
near the Szne/-Houſe fired a Cannon-ſhot, 


and threw four Bombs into the Fort, upon | 
which M. de Monty immediately marched 


towards Strugen and Argyle, and ſucceſſively 


 Medffis. & Briqueville and de Sades advanced 


to the Attack of Kane and the Queen's Re- 
doubt: Theſe Attacks were furious, and the 


Defence as brave. The Beſieged maintained 


their Ground for a long Time, and they 
firing on both Sides did great Execution; 
but at Length, Fort Strugen was taken by 
Aſſault; and Argyle and the Jueen's Redoubt 
by Scalade: Here the Engi/þ ſuſtained a great 


5 
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Loſs, for Mr. Feferys, Lieutenant- Colonel 
of the Regiment of een Who was 


coming to the Aſſiſtance between Strugen 
and Argyle, with 100 Men, arrived too late, 
the French being Maſters of the Forts; and 

| whilſt he attempted to retire, was taken Pri- 
ſoner with 15 Men. Mr. Tefferys was the 
principal acting Man in the Garriſon, _ 
Theſe three Forts being taken, with ſeveral 
Pieces of Cannon and Mortars, the French 
made inſtantly a Lodgment in that Part, 
which was the principal Attack ; mean while 
the others were carrying it with Vigour and 
Skill. The Prince de Beauvan, having at 
the ſame Time marched with his Brigades 
ageinſt the Weſtern and Carolina Lunettes ; 
he took Poſſeſſion of the Covert-way, and 
nailed up 12 Pieces of Cannon there; but as 
Kane's Lunette was not taken, he could not 
make a Lodgment here, but contented him- 
ſelf with cutting down the Palifladoes, de- 
ſtroying the Gun-Carrages, and maintaining 
for ſometime this Attack, in order to favour 
the Principal, which was made with the 
greateſt Bravery and Skill, 
As for the Attacks of M. de Roguepine, and 
Meſſrs. de Lannion and Monteynard, the Eng- 
Ab, who had perceived great Movements in 
Part, . prevented by their Vigilence, the 
intended Debarkation of the former, to at- 
tack Fort St. Charlies, on the Succeſs of which 
depended the Attacks which the two latter 


were 
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were to make, and which were to begin at a 
certain Signal agreed upon with M. de Ro- 
quepine ; ; during all this however, M. de Lan- 
nion annoy'd Fort Marlborough. 

The Diverſion cauſed by all theſe Fi irings, 
and the Combination of the various Attacks 
gave that on the Left Time to enſure Suc- 
ceſs; and by break of Day the French being 
totally Maſters of the Qzeen's Redoubt, and 
the Forts Strugen and Argyle, they poſted 400 
Men in the former, and 200 in the two latter. 

M. de Richelieu, M. de Maillebois, M. du 
Meſnil, and the Prince de Wirtemberg, were 
all this Time, as they had concerted, in the 
Center of the Attacks on the Left. 

The 28th at Five in the Morning, a Suſ- 
penſion of Arms was agreed upon, to carry 
off the Dead and Wounded. And at two 
in the Afternoon, three Deputies came out of 
the Place, and deſired 24 Hours to draw up 
Articles of Capitulation ; but M. de Richelieu, 
granted them only Six, vig. till Eight in the 
Evening, when one of them returned, and 
brought a Draught of Articles. M. de Riche- 
lieu drew out a counter Draught, which he 
ſent the next Morning by M. de Redmont, 
who found the Engli/b aſtoniſhed at the Feats 
of the French 1 and at the quick Ex- 
ecution of ſo great an Attack. They accepted 
M. de Richelieu's Conditions, which were very 
honourable, and ſuch as the gallant Defence 
of the Beſieged had deſerved, viz. 1 | 
lat 
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That the Garriſon, as well Civil as Military, 
ſhould enjoy all the Honours of War that 
could be granted under the Circumſtance of 
their going out for an Einbarkation; to wit, 
Firelocks on their Shoulders, Drums beating, 
Colours flying; Twenty Cartouches Fe. 
Man, and match lighted. That the Governor, 


Blakeney, and his Garriſon, as well Civil as 


Military, ſhould carry away all their Effects 
that may be put in Trunks; upon Condition, 
that all the lawful Debts to the Minorquins 
ſhould be paid. That the Crown of France, 
ſhould furniſh tranſport Veſſels to carry the 
Garriſon to Gibraltar, and land it there; af- 
ter which, thoſe Ships ſhould have Paſſports 
ſufficient to prevent their being moleſted in 
their return to France; and that for their 
greater Safety, Hoſtages ſhould be given, and 
ſet at Liberty after the Return to France of 

the Tranſports. That Proviſions ſhould be 

granted to the Garriſon, as well for the Time 
of their Stay at Minorca, as for 12 Days Voy- 
age to Gibraltar, taking them from thoſe that 
ſhould be found in the Fort; and if inſuffi- 


cient, they ſhould have more, paying for it. 


That the Effects and Titles of the Admiralty- 
Court, that were carried into the Fort, ſhould 


be reſtored, as well as the Papers of the Town- 
Houſe, carried away by the Receiver; and 
likewiſe thoſe of the French Merchants Ships 


alſo retained. That the Priſoners made du- 
ring 
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ring the Siege, ſhould be reſtored on each Side, 
and conſequently the Piquets taken by Admi- 
ral Byng, as they were going to join the French 
Fleet. That as ſoon as the Articles ſhould be 
ſigned, the French ſhould be put in Poſſeſſion 
of one of the Gates of St. Pbilip's Caſtle, as 
well as of the Forts Marlborough, and St. 
Charles. That the Staccado in the Port 
ſhould be removed, and the going in and out 
be left open at the Diſpoſitian. of the French, 
till the Garriſon had marched out; mean 
while, that the Commiſſaries on both Sides 
ſhouid be employ'd, thoſe of Mr. Blaleney, 
to make an Eſtimate: of the Effects in the 
Magazines, and thoſe of M. de Ricbelieu, to 
receive them and deliver to the Exgliſb part 
of them, according to Agreement; and finally, 
that Plans ſhould be delivered of the Galleries, 
Mines, and other ſubterraneous Works. 
The 29th early in the Morning, the Duke 
de Fronſac, Son to M. de Richelieu was diſ- 
patched by him to carry to the King at Com- 
piegne the News of the Succeſs of the laſt 
Attack againſt Fort St. Philip, but not the Ar- 
ticles of Capitulation; General Blateney not 
having yet returned bis Anſwer to the Alte- 
rations the Marſhal. had made to the Condi- 
tions he had propoſed. M. de Fronſac was 
ſix Days going from Minorca to Toulon, the 


Winds having proved contrary almoſt the 


whole Time; however, he came to Lyons 
1 the 
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the 7th of July, at half an Hour paſt one 
in the Afternoon, dined at the Archbiſhop's 


with the Cardinal de Fencion's, and ſet out 
immediately after for Paris, where he arrived 
the gth late in the Evening, and early the 


' Toth at Compiegne: Where, after having ac- 
quainted the King with all the Particulars of 


; 
e 


w 
*, 


Promoted by his Majeſty to the Poſt of Bri- 


* 


the Surrender of Fort St. Philip's, he was 


gadier of his Armies. 


2 "The zath of Fune, the Comte 4 Egmont 


— 
* 


c 


the 


* 


Paris the 1 4th at 


Was 1 + was for Minorca to Compiegne, with 


the ( onditions of Capitulation; he paſſed 
Lyons the 11th of Fuly in the Evening, 
ight, and the 15th at 


half an Hour paſt eight in the Morning he 


arrived at Camp ne, and was preferred to the 


Degree of "Mafſhal de Cainp. 


* 


* 
o 


- 


The Articles of Capitulation being ſigned, 


4 4 © {4 1%: 3 a © * 2 
_ arid the Hoſtages given, M. de Richelieu en- 
"ered Fort Sf. %, the 29th of June at 
Noon, and found there 240 Pieces of Cannon 
„ ese 36 9:6 - 4 | 
. fit for Service, beſides 40 that had either been 
A IIS 146. $34 4 19 P1643 . fires A A 2 
5 ruined. or nailed up; dufing the Attack, 
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70. Iortars, 700,009 1. of Powder, 


12,900 Cannon Balls, and 15,000 Bombs. 
The Garriſon conſiſted of 2963 Men, about 


bo 
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o Whereof were Military. The Engliſh 


1s :* r W 3 5 0 
t during the Siege only 400 Men, either 
ed or wounded, by Reaſon of the Galle- 
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proof againſt the Bombs and Cannon) in 
which they were ſheltered. So that the Ga- 
riſon conſiſted at the "Time of the French 
landing at Minorca, of about 800 Labourers, 
Sc. and 2600 Soldiers, making four Regi- 
ments, viz. Rich's, Huſt s, Cornwallis's, and 
E fjiingham's ; but their Colonels were not there, 
60 of the inferior Officers were alſo wanting, 
though expected from Day to Day; inſo- 
much, that the Beſieged were commanded 
by three Lieutenant-Colonels only, 23 Cap- 
tains, and very few Subalterns. The General 
Officers were, Mr. Blakeney, a Serjeant-Ma- 
jor, 2 Adjutants, and 2 Engineers. The 
Night of the grand Attack, there were 
11 Officers, and 360 Soldiers employed to 
guard the Outworks, at whoſe firſt Diſcharge 
the whole Garriſon took Arms, and poſted 
themſelves in Battle Array in the Caſtle, in 
order to be ready to ſend Succours where it 
would be thought needful. The French had 
during the Attack of the 27th about 25 Of- 
ficers, and 400 Soldiers, either killed or 
wounded'; thoſe they loſt before, amounted 
in all to 13 Officers killed, and 92 wounded, 
and 419 Soldiers killed, and 996 wounded. 
The officers killed were, 7 as 
M. de St. Ally, Captain; M. Duperver, 
Lieutenant; in the Regiment d? Bretagne. 
M. de Kejan, Captain; M. de Char mont, 
Lieutenant; in the Regiment e 2 
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M. du Pinay, Captain; M. Dutot, Lictite- 
nant; in the Regiment Royal Artillery. 

M. Gerard, Sub-Lieuenant, in the Regi- 
ment de Medoc. 

M. de Sartre, Captain; M. Duſard, Sub- 
Lieutenant; in the Regiment de Royal-Comtois. 

M. Pigne, Captain; in the — de 
Cambis. 

M. Deſbordes, Captain; M. de Luce, Lieute- 
nant; in the Regiment de Rochefort. 

M. Maille, Lieutenant; - in the mens 
de Hainault. | 

M. de Guelton, Lieutenant of a Man of 
War, who commanded the Shallops, deſtined 
for the Attack of Fort St. Charles, was alſo | 
killed. 

Among all the Officers that were wound- 
ed, Numbers ſoon died, but none of great 
Conſequence ; 3 many of the Soldiers too died 
of their Wounds, though the Surgeons re- 
marked, that their Remedies had a ſurpriſing 
Effect, the Climate of the Iſland being very 
fayourable to Cures. 

Thus ended the Siege of Fort St. Philip 8, 
after having laſted two Months and ten Days, 
from the Landing of the French at Minorca, 
fifty Days from the opening of the Trenches, 
and thirty-four from the Departure of the 
Engliſh Fleet, or rather thirty-eight. It may 
juſtly be ſaid, that both the Beſiegers and the 
Beſieged behaved with equal Courage and 

H 2 Reſo- 
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Reſolution; ; the former had all the Obſtacles 
we have related, to ſurmount; and the latter, 
the Efforts of a powerful Enemy, and the 
Inconveniencies of a Siege to oppoſe, toge- 
ther with the Sorrow of ſeeing themſelves 
forſaken by a Fleet ſuperior to that of their 
Enemies. The Commanding Officers,” on 
both Sides, diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
Valour and Generoſity; poſſeſſing entirely 
the Hearts and Lives of their reſpective 
Troops, which were equally dear to them, 
The French Officers had more Opportunities 
to diſplay theſe two heroical Virtues than the 
Beſieged; and indeed, if we view them 
through the whole Courſe of the Siege, we 
muſt do them the juſtice they deſerved. M. 
de Richelieu, always affable to his Army, was 
conſtantly viſiting the Works, and encou- 
raging the Labourers and Soldiers. M. de 


Maillebois, always at the Head of them, 


ſhewed the greateſt Intrepidity and Good- 
nature. The Duke de Fronſac, and in ge- 
neral, all the Officers, diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves as much by their Courage, as by their 
Rank. Prince Lewis de Wirtemberg was 
particularly remarkable for his Valour and 
Geherofity; he encouraged the Troops, 
comforted the Wounded, and there was not 
a Soldier to whom he had not given Proofs 
of his Liberality. In ſuch laudable F unctions 
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did Prince n. his Brother find him 
when 


1 
when he arrived at Minorca the 27th of 
May, whither he went ſolely to ſee his Bro- 
ther, who had been flightly wounded in the 
Beginning of the Siege. ne ey) 
The Air of Mznorca, and the Heat of the' 
Seaſon, made M. de Richelieu take the pro- 
pereſt Meaſures to prevent the Bloody Flux, 
and Fever, from getting among the Troops; 
he accordingly ordered all the Fruits to be 
deſtroyed, and managed all ſo well, that the 
French never had above 150 fick in their 
Hoſpitals; not even when M. de Pronfac 
ſet out for Paris the 29th of June, and 
theſe were extremely well treated, and taxen 
22232 % ee 
| So many Proofs of Kindnefs and Good- 
nature in the General Officers, rendered the 
Soldiers grateful in their Turn; and the 
Example of the former, who partook of the 
Perils and Hardſhips of the latter, rendered 
them more and more courageous and active. 
The 8th of July, M. de Richelieu em- 
barked on Board the Foudroyarit, With ſome 
1 the age Officers; and the ſame Day, 
ie Whole Fleet hoiſted Sail, with : 0 
Tranſports, carrying. Troops and Artillery, 
ard ative TeX J the 16th, at Thee 
o Clock in the Afternoon; where, as foot. 
as M. de Richelieu Was landed he was f- 
Ipted ſucceſſively by the Cannon of the whole 
Fleet, and by thoſe of the Forts. _ 
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Some Days, after, all the Troops arrived 
at Toulon and Marſeilles, except two Ships, 
(that were for ſome Time thought to be loſt, 
but arrived ſome Time after) and thoſe that 
were left at Minorca, which conſiſted of 
eleven Battalions, viz. 2 de Royal, 2 de Ver- 
mandois, 2 de Talaru, 2 de Medoc, 1 de Roy- 
al Italien, 2 de Royal Comtois, with a Detach- 
ment of Royal Artillery, conſiſting of 100 
Men, and three Engineers, Meſſieurs Boni- 
Jace, Bomaneau, and Duprat. The Com- 
mand of theſe Troops was given to the Count 
de Lannion (who was ſoon after made Go- 
vernor of the Iſland; M. de la Serre was no- 
minated to command the Marine. 

The Ships that had been taken from the 
French, and ſent into Mahon by the Engliſh, 
arrived all at Marſeilles during the Month of 
July. M. de Richelieu, who went there ſome 
Time after his Return to France, lodged at 
Mr. Roux's, a famous Merchant, who en- 
tertained him in the moſt ſumptuous Man- 
ner, and gave him a Repaſt, wherein a ſingle 
Pye, repreſenting Fort St. Philip, and all the 


Works, coſt him 1600 Livres, or above 60 


Pounds Sterling. 

The Bravery of the French Officers at Mi- 
norca being repreſented to the King, he made 
the followin g Promotions. | 


The 
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The Count de Lannion, Marſhal-de- camp, 
was made Governor-General of Minorca, 
with 36000 Livres per Annum allowed him. 
MM. de la Serre, M. de la Bliniere, M. de 
Roquepine, M. de Monti, M. de Fraiſnel, the 
Count 4 Egmont, and M. de Redmont, Bri- 
gadiers, were made Marſhals-de- camp; the 
Duke de Fronſac was made a Brigadier of 
Dragoons; the Prince de Nohan- Rochefort, 
the Count de Levi-Lerans, the Chevalier de 
Clermont d Amboiſe, and the Count de Ro- 
chambeau, Colonels, were made Brigadiers 
of Infantry. Ba 8 

The Marquis de Monti, beſides being made 


a Marſhal-de-camp, obtained a Penſion of 


boco Livres, and the Chevalier de Monteynard, 
another of 3000 *. 5 5 
Before I conclude this Work, it will not 


be amiſs to acquaint the Reader with what 


was become of Sir Edward Hawke, whilſt the 
Siege of Minorca drew towards an End. 
The Antelope, which was failed from 


England the 16th of June, with that Admi- 
ral, Lord Tyrawley, and Rear Admiral Saun- 


ders, came back to Spitbead the 26th of July, 


* The Garriſon of Sr, Philip ſailed according to the Con- 
ditions of Capitulation, in French Ships from Minorca to Gi- 
braltar, a few Days after the Departure of M. de la Galifſo- 


#iere's Fleet, and the Hoſtages given for the ſafe Return of 


of thoſe Ships to Marſeilles, where the ſaid Ships arrived with 
the two Picquets taken by Mr. Byng, and the Crew of the Tar- 
tan, taken by Captain Harvey in the Beginning of Auguſt 
{rom Gibraltar, with an Eng//o Ship, to fetch e Hoſtages 

. 


having 
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having Admiral Byng,. General Fowke, Ad- 
.miral eff, Commodore Broderick, and other 
Officers on Board; the Antelope reported, 
. that being arrived at Gibraltar the zd of 
July, Sir: Edward Hawke had taken upon him 
the Command of His Majeſty's . Squadron 
thre; and that he intended to. fail from thence 

the 10th, which was the Day after t the An- 

telope ſet ſail for England. 
Admiral Byng, and Lieutenant General 
\Fowke were immediately put under Arreſt; 
the latter was ſoon after ſent to London, Where 
he was tryed on Tueſday the 1oth, of Auguſt, 
- 1756, at a general Court Martial, 
General Sir Robert Rich, Prefident, 
' General Sir John Ligonier, 
Lieut. General Hawley, 
Lieut. General Lord Cadogan, 
7 Lieut. General Guiſe, 
Leut. General Onfow, 
Lieut. General, Pulteney, 
i, Lieut.” General Huſee, 

_ | Lieut: General Campbel, 
> Lieut. General Lord. De aM. arr, - 
Leut. General Charles Duke of Marlborgugh, 

Lieutenant General Wolfe, 
Lieutenant General Cholmondeley, 
Major General Laſcelles, 
Major General Bocland, 
Major General Lord George. Beauclerk, 
before om Lieutenant General Thomas 
oY Fowke 
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Fowke, Governor of Gibraltar came Priſoner, 
and was accuſed of diſobeying his Majeſty's 
Orders, ſignified to him, by his Majeſty's 
Secretary at War, to ſend a Reinforcement 
of Troops from the Garriſon of Gibraltar, to 
the Iſland of Minorca; and being found 
Guilty, was adjudged by the Court to be ſuſ- 
pended for one Year; but the 14th of the 
ſame Month he was diſmiſſed by his Ma- 
jeſty from his Service. 

Admiral Byng was ſometime after his Ar- 
rival at Spithead, ſent Priſoner to Greenwich, 
where he remains ſtill, and will be tryed 


when the Captains, actually in the Medi- 


terranean, under Sir Edward Hawke (who 
have been ſent for, to attend his Trial) are 
arrived. (“) FT 


*) Such was the Siege of Minorca with all its Cir:um- 
ſtances, during which the Operations of the French were kept 
very ſecret, no Letters being ſuffered to go from Minorca, un- 
leſs before peruſed by M. de Richelieu. It is remarkable 
that this Siege begun before eicher England or France had de- 
clared War; the Former having proclaimed it the 1 :th of 
M9, and the Latter the 18th of Zane following. 
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